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TTTliR OF THF INVENTION 

A METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR INFORMATION MINING AND FILTERING 

FTFI D OF THF. TNVFNTION 

The present invention relates to the field of computerized systems for filtering, 
refining and analyzing information. More particularly, this invention relates to a method and 
apparatus for filtering, refining and analyzing information through a graphical user interface. 

R A flfCR OT TNT> OF THF TNVFNTION 

Advances in electronic storage technology have resulted in the creation of vast 
databases of documents stored in electronic form. These databases can be accessed from remote 
locations around the world. As a result, vast amounts of information are available to a wide 
variety of individuals. Moreover, information is not only stored in electronic form but it is 
created and disseminated throughout the world in electronic form. Sources for the electronic 
creation of such information includes news, periodicals, as well as radio, telephony, television 
and Internet services. All of this information is made available to the world through a variety of 
computer networks, such as the worldwide web, on a real time basis. The problem with this 
proliferation of electronic information, however, is that it is difficult for any one individual to 
extract information useful to that individual in a timely manner - that is, how does an individual 
mine the databases and filter the streams of incoming data? 

Conventional programs for finding, filtering, classifying or extracting information 
typically operate to perform only one operation. For example, a program may be structured such 
that a user identifies some logical combination of words and then the program identifies 
documents (or other information) in selected databases that contain a similar logical combination 
of words. Another program may operate to extract documents containing specific types of 
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entities. However, the programs that perform entity extraction are generally incompatible with 
the programs that extract logical word combinations. Moreover, while both the entity and logical 
word extraction programs operate on databases, neither are structured to operate on data streams. 
The problems of these types of conventional programs arise from the fact that they are based on a 
computer program model in which a defined input is processed to produce a defined output. This 
conventional programming model assumes the user has a substantial familiarity with the 
individual program as well as the characteristics of the data being analyzed. Furthermore, 
because of the static nature of the conventional model (i.e., a single set of output data, such as a 
document list, is generated for each input request), users are left to determine for themselves the 
relationships among the data being analyzed and the input parameters on which the information 
analysis is based. 

To overcome the problems inherent in conventional search, analysis and filtering 
techniques, a new type of information analysis technique must be developed in which the user 
may discover various characteristics of the information contained in a database or stream of data. 
This new technique, then, may allow a user to represent and interrelate in an arbitrary way the 
characteristics that have been discovered. Such a new information analysis tool must enable 
manipulation of the input parameters and multiple output datasets in such a way as to 
demonstrate how various database characteristics interrelate. This new information analysis tool 
must further demonstrate how individual pieces of information in an input data stream pass 
through various analysis stages and provide feedback for dynamic adjustment of the analysis 
stages. 
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OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a method and apparatus to effect 
improved information analysis from a variety of data sources. 

It is still a further object of the present invention to provide a method and 
apparatus to perform a variety of information analysis functions including retrieving documents 
from a database, extraction of typed information, discovery of database characteristics or filtering 
information from a data stream. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a graphical user interface to 
a computer system for performing information analysis functions including retrieving documents 
from a database, extraction of typed information, discovery of database characteristics or filtering 
information from a data stream. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide a graphical user 
interface to a computer system for performing information analysis operations in which selected 
sources of information are graphically linked with selected analytical functions and wherein 
those selected analytical functions operate on the selected sources of information. 

It is still a further object of the present invention to provide a graphical user 
interface to a computer system for performing information analysis operations in which 
combinations of selected analytical functions may be graphically linked to various data sources. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide a graphical user 
interface to a computer system for performing information analysis operations in which the 
results of the operations are graphically presented in relation to the operation on a real time basis. 

It is still a further object of the present invention to make the results of the 



WA: 1179986vl 



3 



information analysis operations available to other information handling operations, programs or 
systems which can, in turn, quantify, evaluate, respond or act on the results provided. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention combines a data processing structure with a graphical user 
interface (GUI) to create an information analysis tool wherein multiple functions are combined in 
a network to analyze information from multiple data sources. The functional network is created, 
and graphically represented to the user, by linking individual operations together. The 
combination of individual operations is not limited by the input or output characteristic of any 
single operation. The form of the input to or output from any individual operation, whether from 
tf? a database or from another operation, is the same. That is, both the input to and the output from 
+! an analysis function is a list of document identifiers and corresponding document characteristics. 
jSH Because the form of the input and output from each operation is the same, arbitrary combinations 
a of operations maybe created. Moreover, functional networks of individual operations can then 
*p be used for database retrieval as well as to filter data streams. Furthermore, the user is able to 
~f create a visual representation of the structure forming a functional network which may be 
w dynamically updated as new data is added or functions switched in or out. Because, inter alia, 
the network structure dynamically responds to information as it is presented to the network, the 
visual representation of the network conveniently provides the user with information concerning 
the characteristics of the database or stream of data that are substantially unavailable through 
conventional search, filtering, or clustering techniques alone. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The invention will be described in detail with reference to the following drawings: 
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Figure 1 is a block diagram that illustrates a computer system for performing 
information analysis operations according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 2 illustrates an example of the structure of a complete information analysis 
operation constructed with a graphical user interface according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Figure 3 illustrates an example of a structure of a partial information analysis 
operation constructed with a graphical user interface according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Figure 4 illustrates an example of a structure of a partial information analysis 
operation constructed with a graphical user interface according to one embodiment of the present 
% invention. 

ST; Figure 5 is a flowchart that illustrates a process for inverting a database according 

s to one embodiment of the present invention. 

jf Figure 6 is a listing of parsed text from a document according to one embodiment 

of the present invention. 
^ Figure 7 illustrates a dialog box used in constructing an information analysis 

operation according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 8 is a flowchart that illustrates a process for scoring documents according 
to one embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 9 illustrates a selected document from a partial list of scored documents 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 
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Figure 10 illustrates an example of the structure of a complete filter operation 
constructed with a graphical user interface according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Figure 1 1 illustrates the interaction of program components according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a computer system used for retrieving information 
from a database. Computer 20 comprises a central processing unit (CPU) 30 and main memory 
40. Computer 20 is connected to an Input/Output (I/O) system 10 and disk storage unit 50. The 

CI I/O system 10 includes a display 5, a keyboard 7 and a mouse 9. Furthermore, this computer 

1ft 

: fj system is connected to a variety of networks for communicating with other computers and 
IT: obtaining access to remote databases. Among the networks connected to this computer system is 
1 the worldwide web 55, an intranet 57, private external network 59. In general, the disk storage 
Jp unit 50 stores the program for operating the computer system and it stores the documents of the 
CP database. The computer 20 interacts with the I/O system 10 and the disk storage unit 50. The 
u computer 20 executes operations according to instructions contained in a program that is 

retrieved from the disk storage unit 50. This program causes the computer 20 to retrieve the text 
of documents, or parts thereof, which are stored in a database located either in disk storage 50 or 
in a storage location accessible over a network. These instructions also cause information 
received over a network to be distributed to specific individuals over a network based on the 
content of the information. 

The architecture of the program that implements the information analysis tool of 
the present invention essentially comprises four components: (i) an input component, ii) an 
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analytical process component, iii) an output component and iv) an action/response component. 
The input component comprises a graphical user interface "GUI" to visually represent the 
relationship between various sources of data input and combinations of various operators used to 
create analytical functions. The visualization of the dynamic relationship between the input and 
the operators, as this relationship is changed by the user, provides significant feedback to the user 
for use in creating analytical functions. The analytical process component comprises processing 
steps that automatically recognize the form of the selected input data sources and associate with 
those sources the processing resources that permit the computer system to efficiently process 
operators on the selected input sources. The output component, as in the input component, 
%0 comprises a GUI that visually represents the status of the analytical function as data sources are 
f: being processed. Finally, the action/response component comprises steps for automatically 
?! taking an action or creating a response based on the output from the analytical function. 

SEES 

l Figure 2 illustrates the structure of a complete search operation of a specific 

J5 database constructed according to the program for operating the computer system of the present 

invention. Figure 2 illustrates the GUI incorporated into the input component of the program 
^ discussed above which allows a user to link the sources of information to analysis operators that 
a user may desire. The program is structured so that any data source may be linked to any 
analysis operation. In this way, the user may create a network to analyze information. In 
particular, the program operates according to a conventional "drag and drop" GUI. As illustrated 
in Figure 2, the GUI includes a data source selection button. Moving a cursor to click-on {i.e., 
select) a data source 210 displays a list of data sources. These data sources can be databases of 
documentary information or streams of information. The data sources (whether streams or 
databases) can contain information relevant to any topic and these data sources can consist of a 
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variety of forms such as audio (including telephony), video, pictures, graphics or text files or any 
combination thereof 

In the particular example shown in figure 2, the database 212 has been selected. 
Dragging and dropping database 212 onto the GUI palette automatically displays a dialog box 
214 associated with the selected database. Figure 3 illustrates the palette after this initial drag 
and drop operation. The dialog box 214 provides a text description 216 of a global characteristic 
of the source, such as the number of documents in the source. This text description 216 could 
also be a number of other such global parameters, including without limitation, the number of 
words, bytes or subdocuments or a list of types of information in the databases. Additionally, the 
dialog box also contains a graphic depiction 218 for the global parameter. Here the graphic 218 
JS is a bar chart but could also be a number of other similar graphic entities such as a pie chart 
jT! needle gauge or term map {e.g. , graphic representation of document terms appearing in 
I documents). The purpose of the dialog box is to quickly and conveniently provide the user of the 
45 GUI with a quantitative measure of the source database. As described more fully below, this 
01 quantitative measure is tracked through the construction of an analysis network (i.e., analytical 
^ function) to provide the user a context in which to evaluate information. 

As noted above, a data source can be a variety of types. One type of database, for 
example, is a relational database (RDB) in which a series of individual documents, each of which 
is identified by an identification number, have a series of fields (e.g., date, time, author, abstract) 
and a text (or characters or graphics treated as text) associated with each field. Another type of 
database is simply a textual database in which a series of individual documents, each of which is 
identified by an identification number, is associated with a single text field. The data within this 
text database can be heterogeneous records or documents including structured, semi-structured or 



WA: 1179986vl 



8 



1 



unstructured text. As those in the art readily recognize, a large variety of types of databases can 
be created by combining aspects of RDBs, text databases, audio and video files and graphics and 
pictures. Moreover, as discussed more fully below the data source can be a data stream in which 
heterogeneous records or documents including structured, semi-structured or unstructured text is 
periodically presented to the program for routing or other responsive action. 

The database 212 shown in figure 2 is not strictly either an RDB or a text 
database. The database 212 consists of a series of individual documents each of which has an 
identifying number associated with a text field. As part of the analytical process section of the 
program architecture discussed above, the set of documents that make up the database 212 has 
€f been processed so as to make searching large numbers of such documents faster and more 
1; efficient. In particular, when a user selects a database, the program of which the GUI is a part 

detects the characteristics of the database and associates necessary resources with that database, 
g For example, if a database is of the RDB type, various processing of that database may have 

already been performed, such as, extraction of all surnames, dates or state names. The analytical 
3j processing section of the program automatically retrieves those resources when the RDB 
U- diabase is selected. Other types of resources that may be associated with various types of 

individual databases include, but are not limited to, terms, lexicons (e.g., for different languages, 
slang, thesauri, etc.), natural language grammar rules, punctuation codes, term distribution 
counts, term counts, discourse markers, feature counts, reference data from associated databases 
(e.g., AP news stories over last 20 years) or typed semantic markers that may have been 
discovered by additional processing of the documents. 

In addition to associating various resources with a selected database, various types 
of selected databases are automatically processed to extract specific resources. For example, a 
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free text database may be automatically processed to create a term list having corresponding 
document identifiers in which the terms appear. This type of processing is implemented, for 
example, when database 212 is selected. Figure 5 illustrates the process used in creating the 
resources associated with database 212. 

The first step in the process of figure 5 is to select a document (or data unit 132) 
which is then optionally divided 134 into subdocuments. The subdocuments are used to 
normalize the size of text units over which scores are calculated (described below). In general, 
subdocuments are created by making each paragraph (or natural break created, for example, by 
punctuation or file characteristic) in a document (or data unit) into a subdocument with its own 

y3 identifying number. Long paragraphs may be divided into multiple subdocuments and multiple 
short paragraphs may be combined into a single subdocument. The subdocuments will all have 

ii! approximately the same length. 

'i Vi 

I Once the subdocuments have been created, they are parsed in steps 136 and 138. 

4;: The parsing process may be as simple as merely listing each word (or file characteristic) in the 
01 subdocument. Here, however, the subdocuments are parsed into noun phrases. This can be 
« accomplished by a variety of techniques known in the art such as the use of lexicons, 

morphological analyzers or natural language grammar structures. Figure 6 is an example listing 
of text that has been parsed for noun phrases. As is evident from the list on figure 6, the phrases 
tagged with a "T" are noun phrases, those tagged with a "V" are verbs, those tagged with an "X" 
are quantities and so on. 

Once the subdocuments have been parsed, a term list containing subdocument 
noun phrases and the identity of the subdocuments in which the noun phrases appear is generated 
in step 140. All the subdocuments for each document in the database are processed according to 



WA: 11 79986v 1 



10 



steps 132-140. The result of this process is a term list identifying all the terms or other file 
characteristics (specifically, noun phrases in this example) of a database and their associated 
subdocument identifiers. This is the form of database 212 illustrated in figure 2. 

As part of the input component of the program architecture, once a data source 
(here database 212) has been selected, a data operator is then selected and coupled to the data 
source. When the data source is a database, the result of coupling the operator to the source in 
this GUI is to execute the operator on the data source using the analytical processing component 
of the program architecture. In this case, figure 4 illustrates that operator 220 labeled "GM" is 
selected and dropped onto the GUI palette. Clicking on the source 212 and the operator 220 
yB creates an association between the two which is signified by the arrow graphic 222. As a result, 
«P the operator 220 is automatically executed on source 212 to generate an output 224. In executing 
iH the operator, all of the resources (described above) necessary to operate on the database are 
1 detected and accessed. The output of the operator is shown in a dialog box having a text 
41 description 226 of the same database characteristic 216 that is provided in dialog box 214 of the 
ill data source. The output dialog box 224 also includes a graphic 228 which illustrates the operator 
£3 result obtained. Here, that graphic is a bar chart showing 170 documents selected out of the 271 5 
documents in the database. 

The operator 220 extracts information from the data source to which it is coupled. 
The operator 220 may also trigger a variety of functions based on the extracted information. For 
example, the operator 220 may be as simple as i) a logical combination of text words, ii) a 
function to extract entities such as places or proper names, iii) recognizing audio or video data 
structures, iv) recognizing pictures or graphics structures, or v) a network itself in which 
functions are performed based on the extraction of a particular quantity or type of information or 
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vi) a cluster function. Here, operator 220 is a scored filter. A scored filter is created by initially 
generating a query such as shown in figure 7. Figure 7 is a function box in which the query, or 
profile, such as "want to buy a GM" is typed or otherwise created. This profile is then parsed for 
terms using the same process as used in parsing subdocuments described above. Any arbitrary 
document feature may constitute a term. Once parsed, a lexicon for terms maybe used to modify 
or expand the term list. After the term list has been generated, it is then scored against the 
subdocuments in the source database 212. 



Initially, in step 305, a term is selected from the profile list. In step 310, the subdocuments in 
which a selected term appears are identified and they are returned from the database 212. The 
subdocuments are then scored against the set of terms by generating a similarity score for the 
term profile in step 320. Each term score represents a partial score of the profile over all of the 
identified subdocuments. The process of identifying and scoring continues until all terms in the 
profile list are exhausted. The similarity score of the profile of the database is an evaluation of 
the shared and disjoint features of a profile and a subdocument over an orthogonal space of T 
terms of the document. One such computation makes use of the following scoring algorithm: 



where refers to terms in the query and Dj refers to terms in the document. The similarity 
scores for all the subdocuments are computed and summed over all the terms in the profile list. 
A final score for each subdocument relating to the initial profile is generated in step 330. 



The process for scoring the subdocuments in the database is illustrated in figure 8. 
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Once the subdocuments have been scored, they are ranked by score in step 340. 
Most of the scores for the subdocuments will be very low, indicating that those subdocuments 
have little relevance to the profile. These scores will, however, have a wide range in which the 
highest scoring and ranking documents will be the most relevant to the profile. The user selects a 
threshold between the maximum and minimum of the score range wherein documents scoring 
above the threshold will be returned and documents scoring below it will not be returned. The 
threshold is selected when the search function is created by moving the button 280 on the scale 
labeled "Threshold" as illustrated in figure 7. The threshold may be based on an absolute or 
relative score. The threshold adjustment can also be modified after the operator has been 
yS coupled to the data source. In an alternative embodiment, the threshold may be set automatically 
£ to a preset "default" value. In the example illustrated in figure 2, the initial threshold setting 
Jr; identified 170 documents as being relevant to the profile. Increasing the threshold setting on the 

filter 220 (as shown in figure 7) will increase the score value needed to pass the filter, thereby 
jE reducing the number of documents deemed relevant to the profile. 

01 After the operator has identified a number of relevant documents, it creates a list 

& of the document numbers that identify those documents and a set of associated parameters such 
as the score or information from certain fields (e.g., document title). This list of document 
identifiers, ranked by score, is accessed by selecting the dialog box 228 and then selecting the 
"OK" button 282. Figure 9 illustrates a part of the listing in box 286. Selecting any one of the 
listed items returns the text from the full document. This is illustrated in box 288 of figure 9. 
The fact that the document identifying number is part of the operator output enables the program 
to link back to the original data source to retrieve the full text. The full text is retrieved even 
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though the operator does not carry the full text of the documents whose identifiers are returned 
by the operation. 

The creation of the ranked list of document identifiers accessible through dialog 
box 228 is part of the output component of the program architecture. In addition to generating a 
ranked list, the output component is also capable of generating other types of output forms. One 
such form is a graph of term distribution. Another type of output form is a graph of term 
frequency across one document or across a plurality of documents in a database. Another output 
form is to display a document with entity types highlighted wherein differing entity types use 
different colors {e.g., red for names, blue for places). The use of both graphical and quantitative 
output forms automatically generated for each output dialog box provides rich user feedback at 
jp each operator stage to enable more sophisticated and efficient function design. 

Once the output from an operator {e.g. , the initial operator 220) has been 

^ generated, that output may be used to automatically trigger a variety of action or responsive 

fl 

Jl operations. For example, if the number of documents returned is greater than a specific number 
m {e.g. , 100) then the score threshold used in the operator to select relevant documents may be 
O automatically adjusted and the operator output adjusted accordingly. Also, if the number of 
documents returned is less than a specific number {i.e., 5), then a new data source may be 
automatically switched in for the original data source. Further, if the number of documents 
returned is less than a specific number {i.e., 5), a message (such as "insufficient data") may be 
displayed (or transmitted over a network) to the user. Other examples of derivative operations 
include automatically editing the characteristics of the operator itself or automatically storing text 
from the retrieved documents in a separate database. Still other types of responsive operations 
include generating e-mails or phone messages to specific entities based on operator output. 
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While the above list of derivative operations used in the action/response component of the 
program architecture is necessarily exemplary, it would be known by those of skill in the art to 
create a wide variety of other derivative operations. 

The functional network is built up through the GUI by connecting multiple 
operators together. In figure 2 for example, operator 230 (labeled ""CUS") is executed on the 
output of operation 220 as indicated by the arrow graphic 232. The dialog box 234 indicates that 
72 documents out of 170 have been returned from operator 230. Operator 230 can be executed 
on the output of operator 220 because the form of the output of operator 220 has the same 
structure as the data source. That is, operator 230 uses a list of document identifiers as input data 
Ct just as operator 220 does (of course, while operator 220 processes all the documents in a 
T database, operator 230 only processes those documents having listed identifiers as inputs). 
^ Because the form of operator input is the same as the form of operator output, a user can 
I arbitrarily combine various operators in any order and the apparatus according to the present 

invention will process the combined function. 
CP Operators 220 and 230 are scored type filters. However, other types of operators 
w may be used in addition to or interchangeably with them. In figure 2, for example, operation 240 
is an RDB type filter. It is selected from a list of RDB filters which is chosen by clicking on 
RDB button 236. Operation 240 is executed on the output of operation 230 as indicated by arrow 
graphic 238. Because the output of the previous operator (e.g., 220) incorporates a document 
identifier for each returned document, the full records of those identified documents are retrieved 
from source 212 prior to the execution of operation 240. In this case, at least some of the 72 
documents identified by operation 230 have text associated with field types. One such text field 
is labeled "model year". Operation 240 identifies those records having such a field type and 



WA: 1179986vl 



15 



1 



divides them out by specific year. Here, a set of additional graphical windows (242-260) has 
been created for each year 1990-1999. 

Another type of operator is a clustering function. In a clustering function, the 
documents of the database are automatically divided up into a plurality of clusters of documents 
wherein each cluster relates to a particular subject matter. Typically, this occurs by dividing up 
individual documents into one or more queries which are then evaluated against the remaining 
documents in the database. Accordingly, this division of the database into clusters occurs 
without the user specifying the topics of the database. Various techniques for performing a 
clustering operation are well known in the art. Here, when linked to a database source, the 
yp clustering function automatically scores subdocuments of the database against other 

ii r^'i 

HF subdocuments. In effect, each of the database subdocuments become a database query wherein 

the scored output of these queries is used to organize the database documents into concept 
^ clusters. Each of these clusters become output modes in the network structure. Importantly, 
|: these concept clusters are generated without the user specifying any input concerning the subject 
CP matter of the database. 

u Once a complete functional network has been defined by a user (and attached to a 

data source), the user is presented with a visualization of the network that is dynamically 
updated. That is, connecting the network to the data source automatically loads the network and 
processes the extraction function against the network wherein the results are visually displayed to 
the user at each node of the network. This visualization is important to understand how the 
extraction function operates on the data. Significantly, as the network is edited to change the 
interconnection between operations (or new data sources attached thereto), the network is 
reloaded and executed to visualize the change in results. Furthermore, because changes in the 
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data source may change the form of the network, visualization of the changing shape of the 
network is important to understand the character of the information extracted by the functional 
network. 

Moreover, once a functional network has been defined, the input component of 
the program architecture allows the network to be saved, stored, used as a defined function or 
transmitted to other users. For example, the search function illustrated on figure 2 (excluding the 
source 212) maybe saved as a customer function 310 under the label "Cars". Once saved, the 
functional network is represented by a single user box on the GUI pallete which, when selected, 
expands into its full functional network configuration. The remaining buttons (312 - 324) on the 
J? GUI customer toolbar similarly refer to other custom functions that have been saved under their 
JE respective labels. In addition to the fact that these custom operations can be saved, they can also 
^ be transmitted to other individuals. For example, the new function "CARS" can be transmitted 
"7 over a network. The recipients of the function can see the network structure in its graphical 
J form. Those users who receive such a function (and have the GUI of the present invention) can 
ffl edit it for their own use and return the edited version to the original sending party. This 
O facilitates groups of users working with the information extraction structures. 

Beyond saving individual networks, the network itself can generate its own 
modifications by using clustering operations to redefine any particular node. One way to perform 
this clustering is to simply combine the terms of the operators to form a profile associated with a 
node. Another way to perform the clustering is to extract the terms of the highest ranking 
documents and use them to form a profile for each node of the network. Each of those profiles is 
then evaluated against a known database to determine the highest ranking documents. The term 
profile for the node is then created by extracting terms from these highest ranking documents. 
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Once a profile has been created, the threshold for accepting documents is determined. One 
method to set the threshold is to set it at 50% of the score of the second highest ranking 
document returned from the clustering process. The threshold could be determined in a variety 
of ways including simply setting it at some percentage of the highest expected score. Finally, a 
label is added to the node profile. 

As part of the analytical component of the program architecture, when a network 
is loaded, it is compiled if possible. That is, a plurality of operators are logically combined into a 
single composite operator which is then treated as a query against the database. This compilation 
of operators compresses the logical structure of the network tree. Once the results from the tree 
J are generated, the logic of the network tree is used to divide up the outputs to each stage of the 

tree. In the case of a single operator or network being connected to multiple databases, multiple 
H; databases of the same type are combined and the query executed against the combined database. 
r " Where the databases are of different types, a query is executed against each separate database, 
jS then the results are presented to the user as a combined result. Because the present invention 
m enables multiple database inputs and because the databases are of different types, the network is 
O recompiled when a new database is added to the network. 

As noted above, the present invention is not only applicable to performing 
database operations but it is also applicable to performing filtering functions on data streams. A 
data stream is, in effect, a queue of documents that arrive over time. A data stream could consist 
of, for example, news stories that become available hourly over the Associated Press news 
service would be one type of data stream. Also, customer comments that are recorded daily 
would be a type of data stream. Any source of data units including but not limited to audio files, 
video files, pictures, graphics, text or any combination thereof which is transmitted as a function 
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of time creates a data stream. A data stream function is simply a program, running in the 
background of the GUI that detects when new documents are made available to the queue from 
any selected source. That program then automatically receives that new document, attaches a 
document identifier to the new document and stores the document in the queue assigned to the 
stream source. 

Using a data stream as the input to a functional network (instead of a database) 
requires a change in how the operators of the network are processed during the analytical process 
component of the program. Specifically, with a database source as discussed above, databases 
are inverted and queries (e.g., a node of a functional network) are evaluated against numerous 
documents in the database at one time. This evaluation process is efficient because the process 
operates on all the database documents at one time. If, however, this evaluation process were 
used on stream sources, each individual document of the data stream would need to be inverted 
and evaluated against all the individual queries in the functional network. This process would be 
very inefficient. 

Accordingly, in the present invention, a functional network (comprising one or 
more operators) is automatically converted into a process optimized for filtering a data stream. 
Specifically, when a stream source is attached to a network, the program loads the network and 
senses that the input is a stream source. Then the network is compiled. However, rather than 
evaluating each operator of a functional network against each document as it arrives, all the 
profiles for each node of the network are combined and treated as if they were a database. To do 
this, each of the profiles is treated as a document of a database and processed accordingly. More 
specifically, each profile for a network node is assigned a document identifier, and the 
combination of all the profiles in the functional network (i.e., an operator database) is processed 
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into an inverted database using, for example, the steps illustrated in Figure 5. Once the database 
is created, the text of the incoming data unit (e.g., text document audio file or video file) from the 
data stream is treated as a query and evaluated against this inverted database. Those documents 
(queries in the functional network) scoring above the assigned threshold are identified. 
Identification of these documents indicates the possible routing that the input text to the stream 
source should take. However, because the logic of the functional network may preclude some 
possible routings, those precluded routings must be detected. Knowing the possible routings and 
the tree logic of the functional network permits the identification of the precluded routings. As a 
result, the program detects precluded routings and the stream source document is appropriately 
routed. 

*p Figure 10, for example, illustrates a functional network coupled to stream source 

H~ 270. Here, incoming documents are automatically filtered into the respective output collections 
^ of each operator. As noted above, all the operators are collapsed into an inverted database 
]E against which queries (i.e., input text from the data stream) are scored. The logic of the network 
m is then used to determine which routings will be used. Filtering data streams in this way is useful 
O in a variety of applications such as customer service, electronic marketing, telemarketing, finance 
or any application where automated characterization of the recent records in a data stream is 
desired. In the filter illustrated in Figure 10, stream source 272 (selected from a series of stream 
sources accessed through the stream button 270) initially has no documents. This source is 
coupled to a functional network, the processing of which has been described above. The GUI 
depicts that, as stream source text is filtered, it passes from the source through either filter 272 or 
274 which selects that text relevant to "Buy; Trade" or "Customer Intentions", respectively. The 
output of both filters 272 and 274 is combined and passed through filter 276, which divides the 
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responses into four categories 282, 284, 286 and 288. For three of the four categories (282, 284 
and 286), the responses are further filtered according to level of interest. All responses falling 
into the fourth category (288) generate a "Responder " function 290, rather than being passed to 
another filter. 

The "Responder" function is incorporated into the action/response component of 
the program architecture and is a call to initiate programmed functions of any kind. For example, 
document text may be sent by email from a customer to a car dealer. The email is the data 
stream source. As email is received, it is analyzed and generates specific responses. Here, the 
Responder function 290 is selected using the GUI button (containing a list of Responder 
5 functions) and transmits a message to all inquiries. For each document relevant to "Buy Chevy" 
=F 288, responder 290 generates a message such as "suggest GM model" and transmits that message 
t° to designated individuals. The designated individuals are defined in the responder function 290 
r and are linked, for example, to individuals which are identified in the incoming records such as a 
Jp customer service representative who generated the incoming record. This system also is 
01 applicable to a voice mail system. That is, voice messages are the stream source and as they are 
5 received they are translated by conventional analog to digital techniques to text based messages. 
The text based massages are analyzed by the system which generates text based responses. 
Those responses are then converted into voice message form and transmitted to appropriate 
individuals. 

The four components of the program architecture described above operate 
independently but cooperate to create an information mining tool with the flexibility to operate 
on an arbitrary combination of operators and data sources. In particular, the input component 
allows the user to visualize the connections between multiple operators and data sources. 
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Because the functional network is updated as operators or data sources are connected (or 
disconnected) from the network, the input component provides feedback on the operation of the 
network that is now substantially unavailable. The input component identifies the various input 
and outputs of data sources and operators, and associated resources, that are to be used by the 
analytical component. The analytical component of the program architecture operates 
independently of the input component in that, from the functional network created during the 
input component, the process for performing operator functions are separately optimized. 
Specifically, the data structures, resources for operating on the selected data sources and logical 
structure of the functional network are compiled. From this compilation of resources, retrieval, 
clustering and filtering functions can all be performed on the variety of data sources. The output 
component, like the input component, of the program architecture also permits visualization and 
feedback on the functional network operation on a real time basis. Finally, the action/response 
component of the program architecture creates actions directly applicable to the basis for creating 

the functional network. 

The interaction of the four components of the program architecture is illustrated in 

figure 11. The GUI 505 creates a network tree that implements data extraction function. The 

network tree 517 is transmitted to execution support 501 for analytical processing. The tree may 

be stored in a library 515. Data sources, whether internal database 509, external database 519 or 

stream source 507 are received through a server 503. When the source is attached to a functional 

network in the GUI, the network is loaded in the server 503 and compiled. The server 

determines the resources needed to process the network against the data source and then, after 

obtaining those resources, executes the network function against the source. The output of the 

functional network is transmitted through an output handler 513. 
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In this program architecture, a variety of different network trees may be stored in 
library 515. As a result, those trees can be shared with other network users. Additionally, 
because the trees are stored, data from new database sources can be processed by each tree (if 
applicable) as the data is received. Specifically, a library function is created in the GUI wherein 
when a library is attached to either a data source or an operator output, each network within the 
library is checked to determine if that network has inputs compatible with the desired source or 
operator. If so, that network is selected and the selected network is executed against the desired 
source or operator. As there may be many selected networks within any single library, there may 
be many sets of outputs and/or responder functions. The output is automatically sent to other 
yO users or otherwise stored through output handler 513. Furthermore, as data from a stream source 
4Z 507 is received, it is transformed into its own inverted database (as discussed above). The server 
jr! 503 then executes a compiled functional network from library 515 against the inverted database 
I as discussed above. As a result, stream source data is automatically filtered and passed to the 
j: output handler 513. 

CP While this invention has been particularly described and illustrated with reference 

^ to a preferred embodiment, it will be understood by one of skill in the art that changes in the 

above description or illustrations may be made with respect to form or detail without departing 

from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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CLAIMS 





\/ A computer assisted method for analyzing information from a data source, 
comprising: 

selecting one or more data sources; 

linking said selected source to an operator for analyzing information; 
detecting whether said data source is a data stream or a database; and 
evaluating said operator against a database when said data source includes 

one or more databases and evaluating a data unit against said operator when said 

data source includes one or more data streams. 

2. A method, as in claim 1 , further comprising: 

linking a plurality of operators together in a network wherein said network 
analyzes information from said data source. 

3. A method as in claim 2, further comprising: 

compiling said network by combining one or more operators into a single 
composite operator when said data source includes one or more data streams; and 

compiling said network by assigning a document identifier to one or more 
operators, combining said operators having a document identifier into an operator 
database and inverting that operator database when said data source includes one 
or more databases. 

4. A method as in claim 3, wherein: 

each operator receives a listing of data context identifiers having one or 
more corresponding document features. 
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5 . A method as in claim 4, wherein: 

said document features are chosen from a group consisting of terms, 
extracted entities, term relations, term counts, term distribution, discourse 
markers, feature distribution, reference data deriving from said data source. 

6. A method as in claim 1, wherein said data source contains at least one of 
the group consisting of a text file, audio file, video file, graphic file, and 
picture file. 

7. A method as in claim 6, wherein: 

data from said data source is transmitted over a network to a computer 
which evaluates said data. 

8. A method as in claim 7, wherein said network comprises the Internet. 
9/ A computer assisted method for analyzing information from a data source, 



linking a plurality of operators together in a network; 
creating a visual representation of said network; 

linking said network to said data source in said visual representation; and 
compiling said network and evaluating said data source using said network 

when said network is visually linked to said data source. 

10. A method as in claim 9, further comprising: 

compiling said network by combining one or more operators into a single 

composite operator when said data source includes one or more data streams; and 




comprising: 



selecting one or more data sources; 



selecting one or more operators for analyzing information; 
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compiling said network by assigning a document identifier to one or more 
operators, combining said operators having a document identifier into an operator 
database and inverting that operator database when said data source includes one 
or more databases. 

11. A method as in claim 1 0, wherein: 

each operator receives a listing of data context identifiers having one or 
more corresponding document features. 

12. A method as in claim 1 1 , wherein: 

said document features are chosen from a group consisting of terms, 
extracted entities, term relations, term counts, term distribution, discourse 
markers, feature distribution, reference data deriving from said data source. 

13. A method as in claim 12, wherein said data source contains at least one of 
the group consisting of a text file, audio file, video file, graphic file, and 
picture file. 

14. A method as in claim 13, wherein: 

data from said data source is transmitted over a network to a computer 
which evaluates said data. 

15. A method as in claim 14, wherein said network comprises the Internet. 

16. A method as in claim 9, further comprising: 

creating an output indicator at each mode of said network; said output 
indicator visually represents a quantified input and a quantified output of said 
operator. 

17. A method as in claim 1 6, wherein: 
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said output indicator displays the number of input documents and the 
number of output documents for each node of said network. 

18. A method as in claim 1 7 wherein said display comprises a pie chart. 

19. A method as in claim 1 7 wherein said display comprises a bar chart. 

20. A method as in claim 17 wherein said display comprises a term map. 

21. A method as in claim 9, further comprising: 

creating an output indicator, said output indicator representing a response 
function initiated by one of said operators. 

22; A method for automatically responding to information received from a 



data stream, comprising: 
selecting a plurality of operators for detecting whether information 
satisfies a desired constraint; 



evaluating said received information against said network; and 
automatically generating a programmed response when a constraint from 
at least one network operator is satisfied. 

23. A method, as in claim 22, wherein said programmed response comprises 
generating an email message. 

24. A method, as in claim 22, wherein said programmed response comprises 
generating a telephone voice message. 




linking said operators together in a network; 



creating a visual representation of said network; 



linking said data stream to said network in said visual representation; 
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25. A method, as in claim 22, wherein said programmed response comprises 
generating a text message. 

26. A method, as in claim 22, further comprising: 

creating an output indicator, said indicator representing a response 
function initiated by one of said operators. 

27. A method, as in claim 26, wherein said output indicator represents an 
email message. 

28. A method, as in claim 26, wherein said output indicator represents a 
telephone voice message. 

29. A method, as in claim 26, wherein said output indicator represents a text 
message. 

30. A method, as in claim 26, further comprising: 
transmitting said output indicator over a computer network. 

31. A method, as in claim 27, further comprising: 
transmitting said output indicator over a computer network. 

32. A method, as in claim 28, further comprising: 
transmitting said output indicator over a computer network. 

33. A method, as in claim 29, further comprising: 
transmitting said output indicator over a computer network. 
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ABSTRACT 



The present invention combines a data processing structure with a graphical user 
interface (GUI) to create an information analysis tool wherein multiple functions are combined in 
a network to extract information from multiple data sources. The functional network is created, 
and graphically represented to the user, by linking individual operations together. The 
combination of individual operations is not limited by the input or output characteristic of any 
single operation. The form of the input to or output from any individual operation, whether from 
a database or from another operation, is the same. That is, both the input to and the output from 
5 an analysis function is a list of document identifiers and corresponding document characteristics. 
1 Because the form of the input and output from each operation is the same, arbitrary combinations 
5 of operations may be created. Moreover, functional networks of individual operations can then 

be used for database retrieval as well as to filter data streams. Furthermore, the user is able to 
£ create a visual representation of the structure forming a functional network which may be 
E dynamically updated as new data is added or functions switched in or out. Because, inter alia, 
W the network structure dynamically responds to information as it is presented to the network, the 
visual representation of the network conveniently provides the user with information concerning 
the characteristics of the database or stream of data that are substantially unavailable through 
conventional search, filtering, or clustering techniques alone. 
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